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The Spiritual Dialectics of Mutual Participation of God and Man
And the Regime of Hegel's Philosophy of History

Chen Yun ( East China Normal University)

Abstract The division of immanence and transcendence since the Enlightenment has internalized man
and the world, losing the brilliance of divinity, while God's transcendence has been misplaced as an incompre-
hensible entity, so God will always be a Mystery. Hegel redefined God with the concept of spirit, and the sym-
bol of the resurrection of Jesus Christ became the resource and deep background of his thoughts. Spirit is the
unity of God and man. It means a two-way movement, that is, the unity of man's ascent and God's descent.
Furthermore, Hegel's realization of the reconciliation between God and the world, the national turnover and
the rise and fall of civilizations that occurred on the altar of world history, etc., are no longer regarded as
meaningless impermanent changes and unnecessary sacrifices, but as the spirit going through self-training in
the world in the way of suffering. The purpose of this training is to get a new life after the death of the natural
life it has enshrined in. "Exodus" constitutes the Jewish-Christian treatment of history, which regards history
as an escape from world history in order to achieve the expectation of God's return; however, such a God can
only live in the spiritual consciousness and cannot be objectively shown in history. Hegel connects spirit and
the objective world with the ability of spiritual objectification. God who has left the world no longer has legit-
imacy. In this way, God as a spiritual symbol is introduced into the civilization-state and its ethical life. Man
is not in the individual's inner experience, but is a member to participate in the ethical life of the community
in order to witness the manifestation of God. World history, as the field and way of Hegelian "God" self-veri-
fication, is manifested as the dialectical process of spiritual self-training through sacrifice in secular history,
and then rising to the new era. In other words, it is a tortuous way for the spirit to be reborn through the re-
placement of the flesh of the nation and civilization.

Key words spirit; man and God; God and the world; Hegel; world history
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