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Marx's Characterization and Inheritance of Locke's Theory Of
Property Rights

Duan Zhonggiao (Wuhan University)

Abstract Locke's theory of property rights defends the legitimacy of private property. It consists of
four sequential arguments: the argument based on human survival; the argument based on the self-ownership
of labor; the argument based on not harming the rights and interests of others; and the argument based on land
appreciation. Marx characterizes Locke's theory of property rights as a theory that justifies private ownership
based on individual labor and critically inherits his idea of self-ownership of labor. In his account of capitalist
exploitation, Marx illustrates its causation, nature and injustice of capitalist exploitation based upon the prem-
ise that workers are owners of their own labor; in his account of the socialist distribution according to labor,
Marx illustrates the progressiveness of distribution according to labor and its two drawbacks with the premise
that producers own their own labor.

Key words Locke; self-ownership of labor; Marx; theory of property rights
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