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Ouyang Xiu in the World of the Zi Division
A Case Study of the Knowledge Structure of Ancient Classic Writers

He Zongmei (Southwest University)

Abstract The four divisions of Jing, Shi, Zi and Ji formed in the history of bibliography are not only a
classification of ancient Chinese books, but also a kind of knowledge structure. The formation of this structure
has created a knowledge field and a knowledge path for the growth and development of thoughts, academics,
and literature of ancient writers. As a famous literary master in Song dynasty, Ouyang Xiu and his works have
also been included in the four divisions with regard to knowledge representation. He and his works are not just
in the collections of Ji, but can also be found in all four divisions. The common ficld of the four divisions has
produced a mutual communication influence. Ouyang Xiu’s works in the Zi division are relatively weak, but
their significance cannot be underestimated from the perspectives of writing history, bibliographic history, life
history and cultural history. For example, his Luo Yang Peony triggered the rise of a type of writing, produced
a new category of the catalog system, and revised the history of bibliography. His writings on life included in
the division of Zi have greatly promoted the integration of life, leisure and literature. Using the division of Zi
as a method will enable us to re-evaluate Ouyang Xiu and deepen our understanding of other ancient classic
writers as well as the history of literature and reception.

Key words Ouyang Xiu; zi division as a method; bibliography; cultural history
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