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The Idea of Freedom in Capital :
A Neo-republicanism Interpretation and Its Difficulties

Zhou Ke (Wuhan University)

Abstract William Roberts’ new book, Marx's Inferno: The Political Theory of Capital, constructs a
neo-republicanism interpretation of the view of freedom in Capiftal. By reinterpreting Capital, Volume 1,
Roberts argues that Marx reveals and critiques impersonal, objective forms of domination in Capitalist market,
production, and political sphere, and proposes a concept of freedom from domination similar to that of neo-
republicanism. This interpretation provides a new approach to understanding the argumentative structure and
political philosophy of Capital, Volume 1. The difficulties it faces, however, are the one-sided grounding of
Marx’s political theory in the analysis of exchange relations and a misunderstanding of the nature of the concept
of fraud and the theory of primitive accumulation in Capital.

Key words Marx; Capital; the idea of freedom; freedom as non-domination; Neo-republicanism
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