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The Process and Challenges in China’s Implementation
Of The Convention on Biological Diversity

Qin Tianbao (Wuhan University)

Abstract China can play a very important role in global environmental protection given its size and
economic strength, especially by participating in and implementing major multilateral environmental treaties.
Through text analysis, historical investigation and empirical research on China’s implementation of The Con-
vention on Biological Diversity, we find that the role of China has evolved from a follower, through an important
participant, to an active contributor at the joint force of the renewal of development concept and mode, the ex-
pansion of national environmental interest cognition, the improvement of economic and technological level,
and the change of attitude towards global environmental governance. Understanding China’s implementation
of The Convention on Biological Diversity in the past will help us to analyze the challenges China faces in the
process of implementing The Convention on Biological Diversity and global biodiversity conservation. These
challenges are as follows. The economic model has not been fully transformed despite the updated concept
of development. Biodiversity conservation has not yet entered the mainstream vision although it has begun to
receive attention. The level of economy and technology needs to be further increased and the ability to partici-
pate in and lead global environmental governance is still limited. This analytical framework and its conclusions
may shed light on the study of China and similar developing countries to actively implement other multilateral
environmental treaties.
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