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A Review and Prospect of the Last Century Study on Popular Literature
Liao Kebin (Peking University)

Abstract The main characteristic of popular literature lies in its popularity of language.The object and
scope of study in popular literature should be defined from a dialectic and developmental perspective. The
general and narrow conceptions of popular literature can coexist with each other. The study of popular literature
is in accord with international academic trend and possesses a great potential. An extensive knowledge of
literature and a grasp of theoretical methods are two significant factors that determine the level of study. On
Zai Sheng Yuan written by Chen Yinke is a masterpiece in the study of popular literature. A nationwide survey
of ancient books in China and an investigation of ancient Chinese books scattered overseas provide a rare
opportunity for scholars to collect materials and promote the study of popular literature.

Key words popular literature; general investigation of ancient books; Zai Sheng Yuan ( FiA %))
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