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A Study of Western Academic Methods’ Influence on the Subject
Establishment of the History of Chinese Literary Criticism

Zhu Zhirong (East China Normal University)

Abstract The subject of the history of modern Chinese literary criticism was established in the context
of the Western learning spreads to the East, in the social ideological trend of using scientific methods to sort
out national heritage, and in the needs of curriculum provision and textbook compilation in modern Chinese
universities. The introduction of Western “literary” concepts and “literary criticism” is the foundation of the
subject establishment of the history of Chinese literary criticism. In regard to the study of the history of Chinese
literary criticism in the early twentieth century, Japan is a model for us for its learning from the Western academic
methods which provides us with valuable experience and lessons. Chinese scholars, such as Chen Zhongfan,
Guo Shaoyu, Luo Genze, Fang Xiaoyue, Zhu Dongrun and others, have initially established the subject of
history of Chinese literary criticism through drawing lessons from Western academic methods to define the
extent and content of literary criticism, the way of constructing the history of criticism writing, and empathized
the value of novels and opera criticism. While learning Western academic methods and using mutual reference
between Chinese and Western scholarship, we should also pay attention to the characteristics and unique values
of traditional Chinese literature and literary criticism, so as to avoid the disadvantages of cutting one’s feet to
fit one’s shoes.

Key words western learning spreads to the east; literary criticism; mutual reference between Chinese

and western scholarship; western literary criticism
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