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The Challenges in the Revival of Chinese and Western Metaphysics
Liu Qingping (Fudan University)

Abstract Different from the Chinese metaphysical tradition, the Western metaphysical tradition was
originally established as the “first science” out of cognitive needs to explore the super-perceptual being, thus
showing a characteristic tendency of stressing cognitive reason. However, it was then led to an alien evolution
because of the introduction of non-cognitive needs of belief into itself, and was therefore permeated with many
mystical charms like the Chinese metaphysical tradition. From this point of view, the challenges facing the
current revival of Chinese and Western metaphysics are actually self-defeating: assuming the re-enchantment,
their revival would go further on the non-scientific road of distorting the truth of being; assuming the disen-
chantment, their revival would no longer be metaphysics, but the scientific ontology of exploring the truth of
being.

Key words metaphysics; being; cognitive need; non-cognitive need; re-enchantment; disenchantment
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