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Risk Governance in the Context of Disaster: Problems,
Challenges and Solutions

On Social Governance in the Post-Epidemic Era
Zhang Chenggang (Tsinghua University)

Abstract The novel coronavirus infected pneumonia epidemic, as a public health emergency, has raised a
high demand for China’s risk management system and capabilities. To improve the ability of risk management
and promote the effective management of public health emergencies, we should not only clarify the hidden
risk concept errors and cognitive defects behind such incidents, but also explore the short-term strategy and
long-term path of risk management, so as to provide comprehensive support for the systematic management
of public health emergencies. Modernity is the process of establishing order, which implies a paradox of risk
uncertainty. In the sense of ontology, risk is the unity of substantialism and constructivism. Under the promotion
of modern control logic, the action of risk control contains the possibility of a wider range of risks. In the face
of global risks, the local risk aversion path focusing on local areas has failed. Therefore, we should improve the
cooperative mechanism of multi-agent in risk management, enable epidemic risk prevention and control through
new emerging technologies, build a governance system full of hommization, and realize the modernization of
risk management.

Key words risk; uncertainty; modernity; post-epidemic era; social governance; risk governance
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