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The China Question in Western Literary Theories: Methods
And Modern Transformation of Classical Criticism

Liu Kang (Wuhan University)

Abstract The China Question in western literary theories should be reflected from the perspective of
intellectual history, opening dialogues between historicization and meta-criticism. This paper argues that since
transformation of tradition is an immanent part of modern knowledge, the anxiety of influence, and dichotomies
of tradition/ modernity, China/West ought to be dispelled by refocusing on issues of historical, aesthetic, and
ideological content of literary form. A cosmopolitan vision that draws on the May Fourth (1919) ethos may
help facilitate conversations on literary theories from cross-cultural perspectives.

Key words historicizing; meta-criticism; classical literary criticism; modern transformation
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