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Philosophical Innovations and Contemporary Values of Engels’
Dialectics of Nature

Chen Fan, Cheng Haidong (Northeastern University)

Abstract  Dialectics of Nature is Engels’ philosophical work which takes nature and natural sciences
as the target of reflection. Its purpose is to save dialectics from the idealism of Hegel so as to restore the
critical nature of dialectics. Therefore, Dialectics of Nature has a solid foundation of materialism as well
as rich thoughts of materialistic dialectics, and the relationship between mankind and nature contains profound
ecological thoughts and dialectical thoughts of science and technology. Dialectics of Natureis an important text
of Marxism, an important weapon to overcome metaphysical thinking and a guiding ideology for innovation,
the construction of ecological civilization and the philosophical research of science and technology.

Key words Engels; Dialectics of Nature; contemporary value; technological innovation; construction

of ecological civilization; philosophy of science and technology
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