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The Establishment of Mao Tse-Tung’s “Theory of Practice”
And the Development of Chinese Epistemology

In the First Half of the 20t Century
Li Weiwu (Wuhan University)

Abstract In the 1930s, Mao Tse-Tung established the philosophical system of “Theory of Practice” by
shifting the focus of Chinese Marxist philosophy from ontology to epistemology. From the angle of history
of Chinese philosophy, the establishment of “Theory of Practice” was an important achievement of the de-
velopment of epistemology in the first half of the 20" century, making important contributions to the modern
transformation of Chinese philosophy and the renewal of traditional philosophy by epistemologically push-
ing forward modern development of Chinese Theory of Knowing and Doing, construction of system of Chinese
modern epistemology on basis of practice, and creation of a whole system of Chinese Marxist theory as method-
ology. In the second half of the 20 century, how to develop and surpass “Theory of Practice” has become an
important issue that Chinese Marxist philosophers aim to explore and discuss.

Key words Mao Tse-Tung; Theory of Practice; Theory of Knowing and Doing; epistemology; method-

ology; sinicization of Marxist philosophy
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