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The Way of Grasping Issues of Contemporary China in Political
Philosophy: A Study of Typology

Yan Hui (Shanghai Normal University)

Abstract The precondition for political philosophy to grasp contemporary Chinese issues is to identify
the political sense of the Chinese contemporary problems, and clarify the significance of recognizing the political
nature of these problems. Since the way of determining these problems is political in nature, we should maintain
the discipline spirit of reflection, criticism and construction. To examine the political nature of contemporary
Chinese issues from the perspective of typology has become the factual premise of the way of identification.
To implement the discipline spirit in political problems on the basis of theoretical premises and facts requires
us to analyze and argue these problems in terms of both wholeness and concreteness. The solution to these
problems needs to distinguish three types of issues: fundamentality, essentiality and wholeness. In terms of
the way of contemplation, we should try to achieve the unity of the system theory groundwork and generation
theory groundwork, and the unity of analyticity and normativity. With respect to the ultimate goal, we can point
out by virtue of the revelation of “what politics is by itself”, that socialism as a conception (faith), a system and a
sort of action, can maximize the final Goodness: accumulation and fair distribution of wealth, the improvement
of social self-government, and every member of society has a will and opportunity to live a holistic good life.

Key words political philosophy; Chinese problems; Chinese way; Chinese solution; final goodness
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