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A New Interpretation of Marx’s Labor Dialectics

The Origin and Transformation of Power Relationship between Capital and Labor
He Yunfeng, Wang Shaoliang (Shanghai Normal University)

Abstract Marx’s theory of labor dialectics is a complete, systematic and mature ideology, which is mainly
embodied in three aspects in the history of Marx’s thoughts. The first aspect is the phenomenological criticism
of labor dialectics. The theory of alienated labor, essentially the phenomenological representation of inherent
negation of Marx’s labor dialectics, describes the four areas of domination of abstract labor over human beings,
the so-called “four regulations”. The second aspect is the essential revelation of labor dialectics. Marx reveals
the power confrontation relationship between capital and labor and their interaction movement in terms of the
capitalist production process, which is mainly reflected in the microcosmic labor process of producing value
and the “jumping” process of exploiting surplus value. Thirdly, the intrinsic contradictory movement process
of labor dialectics can be reproduced through schematic intuition and mathematical intuition. Marx gives the
possibility of negation of negation in labor dialectics, which is the occurrence of a double extreme movement of
surplus value and necessary labor (approaching zero). According to this theory, the capitalist mode of production
provides not only material richness, but also, more significantly, free time and necessary conditions for the all-
round development of human beings, which also reflects the critical, revolutionary and scientific nature of
Marx’s labor dialectics.

Key words  Manuscript of Economics and Philosophy in 1844; Capital; labor dialectics; alienated

labor; phenomenology
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