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Distributive Institution of the Rights to Institutional Arrangement :
Meta—institution Determining a Society’s Characteristics

Han Dongping (Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract Basic institution of a particular society is the only standard or criteria to judge that
society’s nature, form and type. Thus it becomes an urgent task to reflect what so-called “basic
institution of a society” is. The popular opinion which regards economic institution as basic is un-
justifiable, because the word “economic” does not imply all the controllable social resources. Basic
institution of a society should be the distributive institution of all the controllable social resources
which exists through all the economic, political, cultural, and people’s livelihood domains. Institutions
are established by the institutional arrangers, and the distributive institution of all the controllable
social resources best reflects institutional arrangers’ values. Most of the controllable social resources
are economic resources. The most important resource, however, is not those economic resources known
by common people, but the still unrecognized rights to institutional arrangement. Right, especially
the right to arrange institutions is a resource, because it determines the arrangement of all the other
institutions including that of controllable social resources. Thus the distributive institution of rights
to institutional arrangement is the foundation of basic institutions. And I call it the Meta-Institution
of a society. The Meta-Institution does not only determine the form and type of a society, but also
its justice or injustice, and good or evil.

Key words basic institution of a society ; economic institution ;distributive institution of resource;

distributive institution of the rights to institutional arrangement ; meta-institution
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