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Rise of China, Foreign Relations Law and the Re—construction of
Functions of Courts

Cai Congyan (Xiamen University)

Abstract A series of measures that have recently been taken by Chinese courts, especially by the
Supreme People’s Court should be understood to betoken a new fundamental judicial policy. That is,
Chinese courts seek to enhance the rise of China by increasing their participation into foreign relations,
which leads to the re-construction of function of Chinese courts. The framework of foreign relations
law provides a systematic explanation of these latest judicial activities. More importantly, it provides
theoretical guidance and comparative law support for Chinese courts’ more participation into foreign
relations. The special structure of Chinese foreign relations law can effectively reduce the potential
risks arising from participation of courts into foreign relations and makes it possible for Chinese courts
do many things that courts in many other countries cannot do. More supports in ideology, regimes and
mechanisms, however, are needed to enhance the participation of Chinese courts in foreign relations.

Key words rise of China; foreign relations law; Chinese courts; juridical practice; International

Law
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