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Discussion on Characteristics of Education by The Book of Songs in the
Region of Chu in the Pre—Qin Period from Literatures of The Book of
Songs in Tsinghua Bamboo Slips

Lu Shuguo (Zhengzhou University)

Abstract The literatures of The Book of Songs in Tsinghua bamboo slips was used as the textbook
anthology to educate nobility of loyal families in the region of Chu in the Warring States Period, having
the same literature source as that of The Book of Songs anthology compiled by confucianists. It was
included into incantation poems including ZAuCi etc.which is characterized by witch sacrificial culture
through rearrangement and compiling by official historians or musical officials. The education by The
Book of Songs was the core content of nobility education in the region of Chu in the Warring States
Period. The education of The Book of Songs focused on the functions of “ The Book of Songs was
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used for warning”, The Book of Songs was used for making clear morality”, and “ The Book of

Songs was used for conveying emotion”, with the education aim at cultivating moral integrity by

”

“the righteousness of The Book of Songs 7, and cultivating taste by “the music of The Book of Songs
”. The education of The Book of Songs in Chu was developed in the education of rites and music in
the the Western Zhou Dynasty, and matured in the education of LiuJing in the Spring and Autumn
Period, and then converted into education of moral politic under the influence of Confucianism in the
Warring States Period. While the education of The Book of Songs was passively influenced by the
politic orientation of affairs and contribution in various countries in the Warring States Period, and
Tsinghua bamboo slips reflect the status declination of education of The Book of Songs in the region of
Chu in the late Warring States Period.

Key words  Tsinghua Bamboo Slips ; Rui Liangfu Bi ; education by The Book of Songs ; Confucius

Commentaries on the Book of Songs
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