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Colbert’s Reform and the Rise of Modern French Sea Power
Hu Dekun, Li Xiang ( Wuhan University)

Abstract The modern French sea power reached its zenith during Colbert’s control of France’s
maritime affairs. In order to achieve the strategic goal of building France into a world maritime power,
based on the relevant systems and mechanisms and policies established in the period of Richelieu,
Colbert had implemented a series of important reforms against many of France’s existing problems in
the maritime trade, colonial and naval development fields. These reforms have effectively promoted
the rise of France’s sea power, but some drawbacks of them have also adversely affected the long-
term development of the French sea power. Carding the relevant contents of Colbert’s reform and
objectively evaluating the value and influence objectively will not only help us deepen the exploration
of the French maritime development path, but also provide China with historical experience and
lessons in building maritime powerhouses.

Key words  Colbert’s reform; modern France; the rise of sea power
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