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Fiscal Structural Change and Its Modernization in the Qing Dynasty

Taking Customs Duties of the Tongzhi Period as an Example
Ni Yuping (Tsinghua University)

Abstract The fiscal system of the late Qing changed greatly, and the Tongzhi period took a
special important position. Customs duties were the most expansive tax type, and it was closely
related to the social economy development since its tax ratio was fixed to a certain proportion value
of goods or ships. Customs duties of the Tongzhi period were influenced by the Taiping Rebellion and
marine tax heavenly, but the total amount were still improved. Both customs duties and Likin were
overpass the role of the land tax and become the most important source of fiscal revenue at that time.
That fundamentally changed the fiscal structure of the Qing dynasty from agricultural tax structure
to commercial tax structure and led to the fiscal modernization. From this point of view, the “Tongzhi
Restoration”, in addition to military achievements, also had a strong financial data support.

Key words Tongzhi period; customs duties; fiscal revenue; modernization

BB HEHE  2018-02-18
BEEEN  EF, Py e HRER DT R B JEa 100084,
BEEHEE B OH



