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Transcending the Antigonism between
Kantian Marxism and Hegelian Marxism

Wang Xingfu (Fudan University)

Abstract Who is Marx’s guide, Kant or Hegel? More than a century ago, there was a hot debate
within the Social Democratic Party of Germany, and today it is still a controversial issue in Marxist
studies around the world. To those who prefer Kant, Kantian dualism has solved the old antitheses
between metaphysical dogmatism and imperialistic skepticism; his transcendental critiques of reason
laid a universal presupposition and foundation for natural science, practical knowledge of morality
and law, and aesthetic knowledge. His reinterpretation of Enlightenment opens new public space of
intellectual criticism, and his critique of historical reason reveals the meaning of human history and
the ideal of perpetual peace. For them, loyalty to philosophical and political transcendence means
to insist on the ontological difference between the idea and matter, ideal and reality. Thus, restoring
the true Marxist spirit, we have to return to Kant. To those who prefer Hegel, in one side, Hegelian
philosophy insists on the contradictions between idea and matter, ideal and fact, on the other side,
he does not deny the possibility of the temporary reconciliation. This dialectics of identity of non-
identity not only provides the correct way of thinking the world, but also helps us to go out of dilemma
between decentralism of Postmodernist and pseudo totality of neoliberalism in our world, therefore,
to restore radical impulse of Marxism needs to return to Hegel. Actually, Kant and Hegel are not
antagonistic. The main intent of Kant’s philosophy was to providing transcendental justification for
principle and ideal of modern science, morality and law and international order, but he does not ignore
the real conditions of their realization; Hegel’s philosophy focuses on the self-realization of the absolute
Spirit and its historical process, but he does not refuse normative reconstruction of modernity. Kant
and Marx was the representative of the progressive consciousness of modernity. However, due to the
philosophical limitations of idealism and the historical restriction of the bourgeoisie, not only there are
differences between Kant and Hegel, but also there are contradictions in their own mind. It is senseless
to argue the opposition between “radical Kantian” and “conservative Hegel”, or “radical Hegel” and
“conservative Kant”. There are rational resources in both Kant’s and Hegel’s philosophy can be used
for development of Marxism, but also conservative factors that should be criticized and abandoned.
In this regard, there is no need to be Kantian Marxism or Hegelian Marxism.
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