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Das Kapital and Modern World History

Zou Shipeng (Fudan University)

Abstract: Das Kapital criticizes and changes the existing ways of western capitalism, and indicates the end
of early capitalism and the modern revolution of its liberal tradition, that is, the change from the classical liber-
alism to the neo-liberalism and the change of the rising capital or the monopoly capitalism, and also contains the
transformation of capitalism into imperialism. The critique of Das Kapital on the western characteristics of capi-
talism connected with the modern transformation of the eastern societies represented by the Soviet revolution and
the Chinese revolution. From the actual process of the modern world history, the neo-liberalism by virtue of
technology such as the economic and social factors to deal with the capital logic, it’ s subordinate to the ensuing
imperialism and its colonial practice. Das Kapital is linked with the national liberation movement of the eastern
world against the imperialism and its colonialism. Das Kapital profoundly reveals the globalization logic of capi-
talism, thus continues to influence the contemporary era of global capitalism. There are three contradictions in
the contemporary era of global capitalism, namely, the contradiction between the real economy and its produc-
tion logic and the virtual economy and its consumption logic, the new conflict of labor and capital and the identi-
ty crisis, the anti-globalization trend of global capitalism and neo-liberalism. Socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics is itself an alien space in the era of global capitalism. This cannot be interpreted as an “exceptional state”
of global capitalism, but rather implies and contains the future civilization pattern that transcends the contradic-
tion of global capitalism.

Key words: Das Kapital ; world history; modern society; economic globalization
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