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Forty Years of Trend in Chinese Literary Studies

Liu Yuejin (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences )

Abstract ; This paper reviews the general trend of Chinese literary studies, the achievements and the prob-
lems that need to be solved in the past four decades in four aspects; hot issues of literary theories, contemporary
literary trend of thoughts, studies on literature history and literary historical data, and popularization of litera-
ture. First of all, in the hot issues of literary theories :research on Marxist literature and aesthetics is still domi-
nant. The western Marxist theory of literature and art has become a hot topic in recent years, the study of the
basis of literary theory has been enhanced,and interdisciplinary research is on the rise. Secondly, in the con-
temporary literary trend of thoughts: The academic circles have carried out many discussions about literary theo-
ries on contemporary literary creation, targeted literary theoretical research and literary criticism have gradually
developed, the academic community began to sum up the exploration of contemporary Chinese literature experi-
ence, many new literary phenomena caused by the new media have been paid attention to. Thirdly, in the stud-
ies on literature history and literary historical data: the vertical diachronic research has a long history and has
led to the “return to the classic” academic thought, the study of horizontal synchronic is fruitful, academics be-
gan to pay attention to national literature, folk literature, Chinese literature in Hongkong, Taiwan and overseas,
comprehensive literature research is mainly based on systematic arrangement of historical materials which leads to
a series of new research topics. Finally, in the popularization of literature, the selection of classical works of
ancient literature is the main work that is being carried out at this stage. In reviewing our academic work, schol-
ars have reached a consensus on the premise of learning for the people : First, adhere to the originality and times
of academic research; second, adhere to the systematicness and professionalism of academic research; Third,
adhere to the inheritance and nationality of academic research.

Key words : hot issues of literary theories; contemporary literary trend of thoughts; studies on literature his-

tory and literary historical data; popularization of literature
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