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Multimodal Discourse Analysis: Theoretical Models and Their Methodological

Significance for New Media Intercultural Communication Studies
XITAO Jun (Wuhan University)

Abstract: With the transformation of human communication modes under digital technologies, discourse and its changes
become the research question that new media intercultural communication studies have to confront. Multimodal discourse
analysis is a sort of discourse analysis which has been established on the basis of linguistics, by integrating the language and
images, sound and other nonverbal symbols, to analyze the composition of all symbols of the semantic system and discourse
meaning from a holistic perspective, in order to explain the communication and interaction of human communication better in
discourse analysis. Multimodal discourse, consisting of literal language and various nonverbal signs, includes not only
words, images. sounds, videos. animations, diagrams, colors and so on, but also several sensory modalities, such as sight,
hearing and touch. The multimodal discourse analysis which is used in the new media intercultural communication studies.,
has the positive significance of methodology.

Key words: multimodal discourse analysis; new media; intercultural communication
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