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Maintaining Excellence in Democracy :

A Kind of Axiological Thinking about Democracy in Ancient Athens (I
HE Huaihong (Peking University)

Abstract: The democracy in ancient Athens is a finite while thorough democracy.both scope and function being limited. But
in this democracy,the spiritual arts were keeping a high degree of prosperity and excellence, especially the visual arts,drama,
history, philosophy, etc. There are many reasons for this prosperity. In material terms, Athenians pursued equality of human
survival other than equality of wealth. Moreover, it advocated public life, while maintaining a delicate balance between freedom
of individual creating and appreciation and evaluation of the public with the artists being widely respected, and all kinds of
elite and genius being attracted each other and competing fairly.

Key words: democracy in Athens; Athens culture; spiritual arts; equality and freedom; excellence
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