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Measurement and Analysis on Professionals’ Political Support in China.
Taking Guangzhou as a Case

Zhang Qiang (South China Normal University)
Han Yingying (South China University of Technology )

Abstract ; Political support from citizens is the source of regime legitimacy and social stability. In recent years, professionals
group is a fresh ingredient of China social class, because its rapid expansion of the scale, high level of education and socio-
economic status, political support from Professionals will have an important impact on other social classes. Therefore,
political support from Professionals is becoming an important academic topic and realistic subject. The main issues of this
paper are: what are the factors influencing Professionals” political support? What is the relationship between general support
and specific support, implicit support and explicit support? What are the implications of Professionals’ political support for
government policy-making?

Using the theoretical framework of political support from David Easton and Russell J. Dalton, this paper constructs a
measure indicator system of Professionals’ political support in the Chinese context and designs a questionnaire. Taking
Guangzhou as the object of investigation, we sent out 1200 questionnaires and recycled 840 questionnaires. The response
rate is 70% ; the reliability test of the internal consistency of this questionnaire (Cronbach’s a) is 0. 67 and meets the
research needs.

There are three important findings of this study: Firstly, there is a significant positive correlation between the general
support and the specific support, which indicates that Professionals’ evaluation on government policy will directly influence
their evaluations on political system, and vice versa; Secondly, Professionals’ general support mainly affected by social
demographic attributes in the category of “education status”, “political status” and high political orientation in the category
of “the attitude on election”, but not affected by low political orientation; Professionals’ specific support is mainly affected
by the social population attribute in the category of “education status”, “religion”, “personal income” and low political
orientation in the category of “social status”, “evaluation on the policy you are most concerned at local level”, but not
affected by high political orientation. Further analysis indicates that there is a negative correlation between education level
and general support and specific support. Continuous improvement of education degree is an inevitable trend in the future,
so government should pay attention to strengthen the political integration and value guidance of professionals. Thirdly,

” implicit support and explicit support of, which reflects

there is no statistically significant correlations between Professionals
the deviation or distortion in the process that implicit support converting into explicit support, the underlying reason may be
that the conversion process is affected by political efficacy; explicit support mainly affected by social demographic attributes
in the category of “family background”, “religion” and “personal income”. This reflects that the Political Socialization has
profound influence upon political support from Professionals.

The innovation of this paper is mainly reflected in two aspects: one is that political support from Professionals as an
academic topic is ignored by Chinese scholars. The other is that Guangzhou is a developed international metropolis and has
a lot of Professionals. This paper takes Guangzhou as the object of investigation. analyzes the policy implications of research
findings, and provides valuable reference for government decision-making.

Key words: professionals; political support; implicit support; explicit support
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