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The Category of “History of Chinese Literature” and the Legitimacy

of the Early New Poetry
ZHANG Wenmin (Henan Normal University)

Abstract: The advocates of New Literature demonstrate early New Poetry’s value and its legitimacy with the view of literary
evolution. In the initial historical narration about new poetry contained in the framework of “history of Chinese literature”,
literary historians elucidate the value, character-making and poetic-form-constructing new poetry from the point of poetic
development, evolution and transformation. All these, in turn to a certain extent influence, even regulate New Poetry’
development path and later readers’ cognition and discourse about New Poetry. Contrast between “new” and “old” in literary
historical narration discloses that the authors’ anxiety is unable to get rid of classical poetry’ aesthetic standard when they
imagine and construct new poetry, and reveals their “collective unconsciousness” about new poetry”’s development and
improvement by drawing useful resources from classical poetry.
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