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The Distinctiveness and Its Inherent Basis of the Road of Socialist Rule of Law

with Chinese Characteristics
Ma Zhong (Lanzhou University)

Abstract; The road of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics has distinct “Chinese characteristics” and shows its
apparent distinctiveness. It is very important in theory to clarify the road of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics

" including the distinctive cultural tradition, distinctive historical

from the perspective of “Three Kinds of Distinctiveness’
destiny and distinctive national condition. And it is very helpful to correctly understand the relation between distinctiveness
and diversity in the road of rule of law, and the relation between “distinctiveness” of Chinese socialist rule of law and
“generality” of rule of law in human society. The specific distinctiveness of the road of socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics is represented in three aspects: (1) The strong top-level drive is the main manner to realize the socialist rule of
law; (2)Morality and law supplement each other and (3) The obvious progressive and steady steps form the approach of
development. Its inherent basis relies on following facts: (1) The historical tradition and practices have proved the necessity
of the “top-level drive”. (2)Chinese culture provides a deep soil for the integration of “morality” and “law”; and (3) The
real national conditions require that the construction of the rule of law must be steady and gradual. In this manner, we can
further understand the methodological issue, namely, we must study the road of socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics from the reality of China rather than any abstract theories,and from the entirety of Chinese road rather than
any simple or pure view of science of law.

Key words: the road of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics; the road of China; complementary of morality

and law
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