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A Textual Research on Provincial Examination Enrollment Rate
in Ming Dynasty

Guo Wen’an (Nanjing University)

Abstract: The nation-wide average enrollment rate of provincial examination was 4. 71% in Ming Dynasty. The average
enrollment rate kept falling around and across the country throughout the Ming Dynasty, fully reflects the long-term trend
that the difficulty of official promotion increased gradually and the class mobility, realized by the imperial examination, was
becoming sluggish. In terms of regional comparison, the enrollment rate was significant difference among each administrative
region in early Ming times. After middle Ming Dynasty. court began to formulate a constant and unified enrollment rate.,
generalized from Zhili to all country, bridging the gap of enrollment rate among each administrative region largely, further
maintained the regional fairness of imperial examination. The implementation of this policy, strengthening the core concept
“choose fair” of imperial examination, provided revelations to solve the problem of regional imbalance in college enrollment.

Key words: provincial examination in Ming Dynasty; imperial examination; enrollment rate; choose fair
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