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Human Rights, Legitimacy and the Pragmatic Motive:On John Rawls’s Theory
of Human Rights in The Law of Peoples

Gao Jingzhu (Tianjin Normal University)

Abstract: John Rawls”s theory of human rights is an important theory in contemporary International Justice. The role of
John Rawls’s theory of human rights is the standard of political legitimacy,and if some countries respect human rights. they
are not subject to external interference. The roles of John Rawls’s theory of human rights are too narrow,and even if we
accept them,the list of John Rawls’s human rights couldn’t play their roles in the law of peoples. Because the list of John
Rawls’ s human rights is minimalism, and it neglect many important rights. The main motivation is a pragmatic
consideration.
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