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The Significance of Marx’s Critique of Production for Environmental Problems

To Begin with Thomas Princen’s Critique of Consumption

Cai Huajie (Fujian Normal University)

Abstract ; Thomas Princen regards consumption as product use and “using up”,and thus forms three concepts surveying
environmental issues from the perspective of consumption: basic consumption, overconsumption and misconsumption. This
becomes a paradigm many schorlars use when criticizing consumption. However, he just regards consumption as a given
phenomenon to be described, critized ,and derived, while avoiding the essence of the phenomenon. Therefore, when he resorts
to the way forward,he has no idea about how to give impetus to consumption transformation.as a result, change can only
stay on the ethical critique of consumption and utopian expection. So take waste for instance, returning to Marx’s critique of
production,we can find its significance for the critique of consumption, that is if we not only regard consumption as an
individual activity, but also a social relationship activity connecting to production, what we should do is to transform both
consuming and producing behaviors, and shape green consumption model through changing commodity production with
capitalist form.

Key words: Thomas Princen; the critique of consumption; the critique of production; environmental problems
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