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The Theoretical Significance and Actuality of Hegel’s Philosophical System

Zhao Dunhua (Peking University)

Abstract: Hegel” s philosophical system focus on the concept of spirit. In his way, spirit became the thinking process of
grasping the human cognition, desire and feeling at three levels, from the lower to the higher,of representation, experience and
pure speculation, Hegel was very concerned with attitudes toward truth. His logic was a demonstration of the truth of pure
categories, following the method of proving the truth of empirical consciousness in the Phenomenology of spirit. Freedom was
seen as “the category of the infinite right for spirit”. The free will was first of all said to be the subject of right,and the
system of right was treated as the “kingdom of the realized freedom”. Hegel’ s philosophy is still realistic, especially in the
context of the Chinese contemporary philosophy. This essay clarifies some misinterpretations. First, Hegel did not intend to
“swallow" the civil society by the state, and instead, insisting that only the two areas of family and civil society were
developing within,can the state maintain its energetic life. Secondly, Hegel never spoke of “the end of history” because he
recognized the limitations of his own philosophy. And thirdly, even though Hegel harshly criticized Chinese philosophy and
culture as known in his time, we ought to deal with his criticism of the ancient Chinese political system with an historical
perspective and the rational attitude. Chinese philosophers can accommodate themselves with the reasonable philosophy of
Hegel and recognize its realistic significance for the modern Chinese philosophy.

Key words: speculation; objective thought; actual thought; freedom; right; Hegel; philosophical system
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