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Historical Changes and Enlightenment of American Civic Education
(1776—1976)

Ruan Yifan (China University of Geosciences)

Sun Wenpei (China University of Geosciences)

Abstract : Ever since the Revolutionary War, the U. S. government has focused on the popularization of civic education. It once
attempted to cultivate citizens’ sense of national identity with “American Spirit” and patriotism during the 18™ and 19"
century. After 1916, the course of “social studies” became the main carrier of American civic education, thus opened the
modern age of civic education. During the early period of the Cold War, the American civic education once emphasized
ideological confrontation and then embarked on the route of both teaching skills and training critical spirit after the reform in
the 1960s and 1970s. The historical changes of the American civic education within the past 200 years is able to bring us
significant enlightenment to the ideological and political education in our country.

Key words: U. S. ; civic education; “social studies”
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