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On Marx’s Criticism of Labor Justice from the Pespective of Modernity

Li Changcheng (Guangxi Normal University)

Abstract: As the core of the modernity, the principle of subjectivity has given each individual an independent and unlimited
freedom of personality. With the establishment of the relationship between labor and private property, modern labor justice
embodies the principle that every individual has the equal right to the freedom of personality, and stipulates that all equals
should be treated equally. Its core problem is that, the individual can have an access to the possession, enjoyment and
distribution of property through work, so that all individuals in society can be ensured to benefit each other through the
exchange of labor. From the perspectives of methodology, the inherent structure, development and pre-historical origin of
capitalism, Marx criticized the idea of modern labor justice, which can be considered as the historical analysis and dialectical
presentation of the underlying structure of modernity, the revelation of the truth that the living labor is under control of the
capital, and also the elimination the illusion of natural justice originating from capitalist mode of production. However, there
is no denying that there are some paradoxes in Marx’s criticism on the labor justice.

Key words: modernity; Marx; labor justice; mutual benefit
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