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The New Development of China’s Environmental Tort Case Trial Mechanism
An Empirical Analysis Based on Ten Typical Cases Published by Supreme People’s Court

Qin Tianbao (Wuhan University)

Duan Weiwei (Wuhan University)

Abstract: On December 29, 2015, China’s Supreme Court announced ten typical environmental tort cases. By analyzing
these cases,one can see that factors such as environmental public interest litigation,judicial restraint and public participation
are bringing new forces into China’s environmental judicature. At the same time,under the influence of the traditional civil
tort law,China’s environmental tort case trial mechanism for the relief of victims’ environmental rights and interests is still
within the scope of statutory personal rights and property rights. and thus victims’ environmental rights and interests can
not be relieved by the existing environment judicial path. In view of the fact that trial mechanism for specialized
environmental cases has yet to build,China should give full play to environmental tort case trial mechanism’s positive value
of relief victims’ environmental rights and interests by coordinating the protection of environmental public interest and
private interest, playing the guiding role of typical cases,strengthening the administrative organ’s environmental supervision
and management responsibility and implementing public participation principle in environmental litigation procedure.

Key words: environmental tort; environmental damage; environmental litigation
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