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Europe’s Refugee Crisis and the Paradox of America’s Exporting Democracy

Li Cuiting (Hebei Normal University)

Abstract ; Since the beginning of the new century, the swell of America’s idealism in exporting democracy hasn’t been
separated from its goal of pursuing realistic interests. America’s strategy of exporting democracy has resulted in the severe
armed conflict in some Arab countries which have produced a huge wave of refugees heading for Europe. The current refugee
crisis is the very disastrous consequence of the U. S. -led Iraq War and Arab Spring, highlighting the fact that America’s
exporting democracy is wrong, immoral and harmful, enough to prove that American democratic institutions are far from
universal and that America’ s exporting democracy is illegitimate. Such a lack of legitimacy and the absolutization of
universality of Western democracy form the paradox of America’s exporting democracy. The refugee crisis is a warning
evidence that developing countries should never pursue the Western forms of democracy incompatible with their national
conditions at the cost of political stability.

Key words: refugee crisis; America’s democracy; exporting democracy; Arab Spring
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