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The Obligation of Using Power in Reciprocity
———The Nature and Regulation of Accepting Monetary Gifts

Wang Shuo (Beijing University of Chemical Technology)

Abstract ; Gift exchange which is an essential existence of the society is a spontaneous way of organizing society besides
public power. Gifts are given without the expectation of payment, however, accepting a gift means to take the responsibility
of reciprocity, which is the fundamental rule of gifts acceptance. Based on the social relations, the act of mutually gift
exchange in China is a way to develop and to sustain social relations. The gratuitous transfer is the expressive gift exchange
type, while bribery is a mode of practicable gift exchange. Monetary gift exchange is a mixed type in terms of essentially
giving the practicable gifts under the cover of expressive gifts exchange mode. When government officials accept a
reasonable amount of monetary gifts which entails obligations of using their power to offer reciprocal values to the giver, it
should be charged as a criminal offense. It is suggested that accepting monetary gifts should be charged as a crime in the
criminal regulation.

Key words: gift exchange; anti-corruption; monetary gift acceptance; bribery; criminal regulation
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