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Confucianism of Politics or Political Confucianism:
On the Political Gesture of Confucianism at the Present Times

Yang Zifei (Hangzhou Dianzi University)

Abstract; The biggest question of “Confucianism in modern time” (not “modern Confucianism”) is how to deal with the
relationship between Confucianism and Politics; in other words, how to deal with the relationship between Neisheng (PN 3%)
and Waiwang (#h F). The “Non-political Confucianism” and the “Confucianism of Politics” represent two extreme
solutions to this question, and each of them has advantages and disadvantages. The “Non-political Confucianism” tries to
hold fast to the holistic view of Confucianism ( Neisheng and Waiwang are implicitly coherent), but it has violated the
nature of political life (Waiwang can not be completely reduced to Neisheng). The “Confucianism of Politics” apposes
Neisheng and Waiwang. It realizes the nature of political life, but loses the holistic view of Confucianism. This paper tries

’

to put forward a view of Political Confucianism which stands between the “ Non-political Confucianism” and the
“Confucianism of Politics”. This view holds that the NeirSheng-Wai-Wang idea can be understood as a kind of “rhetoric
utopia”. This solution keeps the holistic vision of Confucianism; and in the meantime, respects the nature of political life.
It represents a reasonable political gesture of Confucianism at the present times.

Key words: Confucianism of Politics; Non-political Confucianism; Political Confucianism; NeiSheng-Wai-Wang (N & 4

F); rhetoric utopia
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