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Institutional Analysis of “The Village Official Corruption”

——A Question of Social Autonomy

Zhou Qingzhi (Chinese Academy of Social Science)

Abstract:Is the corruption of village cadre a social problem,or institutional one? The discussion of the corruption of village
official actually confused an essential issue: village official is not really official at all, who is a member of autonomous
community of the society, at least in law. In another words, his corruption is resulted from that he is at juncture of two
systems, which is state administrative one and society autonomous one. In addition, the genesis of his corruption is the
paradox of the governing logic of present institution, and the disorder of the normal relationship between state power and
society right. The corruption of village official signifies the power conflict of ‘official governing” and social autonomy, the
former is based on state power and the latter society one. The key to clamp down the corruption of village official is to
differentiate administrative power and autonomous right,fixing the principle of society autonomy by rule of law.

Key words: village official; administrative power and autonomous right; social autonomy; relationship between state

and society
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