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A New Interpretation of Kant’s Idea of “Kingdom of Ends”
Yang Yunfei (School of Philosophy, Wuhan University)

Abstract; The idea of the kingdom of ends in Kant”s moral philosophy is usually interpreted as a secular moral ideal by
contemporary Kantians. The main problem of this interpretation is that the religious meaning of the kingdom of ends is
totally overlooked. Actually,the kingdom of ends is an ideal ethical community with God as its ruler. Besides the fact that
Kant uses the word “Reich” (kingdom) which signifies that there is a king within, there are two important reasons to
support the religious reading. Firstly, Kant distinguishes the member and sovereign in kingdom of ends and describes the
latter as a completely independent rational being with unlimited capacity, namely God. Secondly, Kant argues that God’ s
assistance is a very vital condition for the realization of the kingdom of ends. Given its religious significance, the ideal of the
kingdom of ends could play an important role in current dialogue between religions.

Key words: kingdom of ends; god; moral ideal; dialogue between religions
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