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The Historical Evolution of Chinese Traditional Cultural Philosophy
Since Wang Yangming’s School of Mind

——And the Converging Trend of Chinese and Western Philosophies
towards Cultural Philosophy
Zhou Kezhen (Suzhou University)

Abstract; In ancient times, both Chinese and Western philosophies were in their primal states. Not until the 16th and 17th
century did they form their own focuses and orientations and establishunique research styles and traditions. Since the 17th and
18th century, Western philosophy gradually evolved to natural and cultural philosophy with significantly different research
traditions. In the meantime, Chinese philosophy started the transition towards cultural philosophy in the 16th century.
Chinese cultural philosophy was originated from Wang Yangming’s School of Mind, who used “the unity of knowing and
doing” and “extending the intuitive knowledge” as moral practice to discipline the human nature (“intuitive knowledge).
This intuitive school of cultural philosophy was later innovated by Huang Zongxi through historical study (“conscience”)and
Gu Yanwu through the study of Confucian classics (“human nature and heavenly principle”). In Qing Dynasty, Down-to-
earth Learning and Jinwen Confucian Canon further developed the interpretation of Confusion classics and history by
providing different interpretation methods. The former used information reduction method, while the latter used information
reconstruction method. Modern Chinese, Western and Marxist philosophies shall all be characterized as interpretive research
philosophy. In essence, they attempt to discipline human nature through philosophy itself. In the Western world, Hume.
Kant, Windelband and Dilthey all gave weight to cultural philosophy. Even the Standard Philosophy of Science,represented by
the Vienna School,has the characteristics of cultural philosophy. Chinese and Western philosophies are converging towards
cultural philosophy.

Key words: natural philosophy; cultural philosophy; creation

@ EE Mol BT L, IR N R 2 R 705 # 215006, Email:zkz1958@163. com,
O = EHE T

O T BRI RN 1 4,545 78~79 7.
QUL IR T JE T B RIS AR TR, B AL & 2% )1996 4255 3 1.,



