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“Esoteric Tradition” and the Reconstruction of Political Philosophy

——An Interpretation to Leo Strauss’ “Socratic Issues”

Zhang Min (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract: Leo Strauss is identified with his unique study on *Classical Political Philosophy” in contemporary western
intellectual , the core work of which is to reinterpret the well-known “Socratic Issues” in history of thought. By contrasting
poet Aristophanes and philosopher Plato in Ancient Greece, Strauss raises a version of “Two Socrates”, which are “ Young
Socrates” who assailed justice or piety and lacked of self-knowledge,and “Grown Socrates” who defended justice and piety,
and provided of Phronesis. Strauss explains the key reason to this “Change” is that Plato’s “Grown Socrates” has already
realized philosophers must “descend to the cave” and undertake a political behaviour due to the understanding of the basic
conflict between “Knowledge” and “Opinion”, wisdom and agreement, or philosophy and political society. Meanwhile, the
“Exoteric-Esoteric Double Teaching” rediscovered by Strauss’ studies on the philosophers of Middle Islam and Judaism
provides an important theoretical tool to support his version of “Two Socrates”. It is the very result of comprehensively
explaining the general significance of the “Exoteric Teaching” of “Grown Socrates” that Strauss draws our attention to the
“Priority of Political Philosophy”: Political philosophy achieves to tame philosophy socially as well as protects the
philosophic way of life donated to seeking for wisdom and truth.

Key words:Leo Strauss; political philosophy; “Socratic Issues”; “Exoteric-Esoteric Double Teaching”
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