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Xuncius’s Response to the Transformation and the Construction of Political
Order in Pre-Qin Period

Xiao Bin (Wuhan Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Xuncius’ s intellectual evolution is on the background of the late period of the Warring States, in which the
transition from the Royalty as “Collective Master” among early clans in China to the Imperial Autocracy is coming to the
end. Given the situation of competition among seven kingdoms and various thoughts, it allows of no delay to integrate

“nature is the true law”,

culture and create some kind of new ideology. According with the materialistic thought that
Xuncius put forward the “evil human nature theory”. By bringing forth the new through the old in academic criticism, he
deepened and even rewrote the “Theory of Rites” in Confucianism. Holding the advocacy of “following the example of the
recent enlightened monarch”, Xuncius propagated the respect to the Etiquette System and sages, as well as combination of
virtue and law, in order to implement the governance of “sageliness within and kingliness without”. As a result, the Pre-

Qin Confucian got a new promotion under the efforts of Xuncius.

Key words: political order; pre-Qin period; evil human nature theory; Xuncius
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