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Study on Private Enforcement of Food Safety

Huang Zhongshun (Tsinghua University)

Abstract; Public enforcement system has been strengthened in the new “Food Safety Law”, while private enforcement
system has not yet attracted the attention of legislators. As private enforcement performs indispensable and complementary
functions, we should strengthen the system construction of the consumer public interest litigation through judicial
interpretation. Consumer public interest litigation for punitive damages makes operators”’ external costs and consumers’
positive externality internalized and reduces the incentive cost of private enforcement. In order to have the scale effect of
punitive damages litigation realized, consumers might transfer both compensatory and punitive claims to some consumers
association with qualification to file public interest litigation.

Key words: food safety; private enforcement; consumer public interest litigation; punitive damages
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