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Integrating Environmental Policies into the Ecological
Environment Code and Constitutional Review

Li Lei (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law )

Abstract Environmental policies and environmental laws are two core tools of the environmental gov-
ernance system, both of which play important roles in environmental governance. There are various types of
environmental policies at different levels with extensive contents, and the legalizing environmental policies is
becoming increasingly apparent trend. It is possible to classify environmental policies in an orderly manner
according to formal and substantive standards based on the formulating subject and policy content. It is also
necessary to clarify the basic principles of integrating environmental policies into the ecological environment
code, such as modesty, sufficiency and limitations, so as to ensure the scientific and rational incorporation of
environmental policies into the ecological environment code. Moreover, by analyzing and summarizing the
experience of foreign countries such as Sweden, France and the United States in integrating environmental
policies into environmental legislation, and referring to the legislative process of integrating water pollution
prevention and control policies into the Water Pollution Prevention and Control Law of the People's Republic
of China, feasible pathways for integrating environmental policies into the Ecological Environment Code
should be explored. For instance, the guiding principles of environmental policies can be directly adopted,
specific system of environmental policies transformed and absorbed, the discourse of environmental policies
transformed into legal discourse and Party-government joint issuances selectively integrated. Looking ahead,
it is necessary to continue strengthening the constitutional control of integrating environmental policies into
the Ecological Environment Code, by focusing on the three dimensions of control subjects, standards proce-
dures and jointly build a constitutional control mechanism for the incorporation of policies into the code.

Key words code compilation; ecological civilization; environmental policies; Ecological Environment

Code; codifying policies into law; constitutional review; oversea experience
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