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The Value Orientations of Neoliberalism and Developmentalism And
The Protection of the Rights and Interests of Workers
In Developing Countries

Liang Dongxin, Zhang Zhiyong (Wuhan University of Science and Technology )

Abstract Neoliberalism believes that rigid labor market is a significant obstacle to economic growth in
developing countries, while developmentalism focuses on the growth of GDP. Combining the two approach-
es, most developing countries craving for development have followed the traditional development paths of
Western developed countries and embraced a series of neoliberal ideas for reduced state intervention and in-
creased market openness mainly through implementing flexible labor markets. Based on the alignment of
ideas, historical node, and politics, neoliberalism has been embedded in the development agendas of most de-
veloping countries. However, empirical evidence has shown that the value orientation of marginalization of la-
bors' rights and interests has not promoted its development, but has instead brought about many unfavorable
factors such as labor-capital conflict and political instability. In contrast, China, as a major developing coun-
try, has witnessed the constant presence of the value orientation centered on labors' rights and interests
through the establishment and deepening of a socialist market economy with Chinese characteristics, which
has become a defining feature and driving force of Chinese development model.

Key words developmentalism; neoliberalism; labors' rights and interests; developing countries; em-

ployment-friendly development model
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