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The Rational Path of People-oriented Governance From
Shangshu to Mencius

Xie Yuansun, Guo Qiyong (Wuhan University)

Abstract "People-oriented governance" has been the mainstream and defining feature of traditional
Chinese political philosophy. As a mature ideology, it follows a consistent intellectual trajectory. The idea
of "matching virtue with Heaven's mandate" in Shangshu (The Book of Documents) epitomizes Confucian-
ism's pursuit of political legitimacy. Confucianism posits that virtue should correspond with political authori-
ty or position, offering a solution to the problem of the source of power. In contrast to this alignment of virtue
and position are two scenarios of misalignment: one is "virtue unworthy of position", where an unworthy indi-
vidual ascends to a position of authority they do not deserve and might lead to revolution; the other is "virtue
without position", where a morally upright individual fails to attain the position they merit due to bad timing
or destiny.

Key words people-oriented governance; virtue and position; revolution; Shangshu(The Book of Docu-

ments); Mencius
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