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From Mind & Nature to Politics: An Political Interpretation Of

Lu Jiuyuan's People-oriented Governance

Ouyang Zhenren, Yang Yongtao (Wuhan University)

Abstract People-oriented governance constitutes the core orientation of Lu Jiuyuan's School of Mind,

with its political interpretation emerging from the matrix of the School of Mind and evolving into a traditional

Chinese political philosophy theoretical paradigm imbued with the spirit of populism. Lu elevated the "Origi-

nal Mind" to the philosophical height of "Heavenly Principle", manifesting a humanistic stance that "even il-

literate, one can still live a dignified life as a human being" with the compassionate feelings

that "all men,

however poor or humble, are inclined towards goodness". Lu constructed a political philosophy with people's

concerns as its theoretical appeal and a people-oriented governance with political orientation as its core from

multiple perspectives, including the distinction between principle and trend, ruler and minister,

as well as rul-

er and people. Through the interpretive framework of "from mind & nature to politics", the political orienta-

tion of Lu's people-oriented governance is manifested in three levels: political idea, political practice and po-

litical enlightenment. Thus, a profound modern interpretation of Lu's people-oriented governance can be

achieved.

Key words Lu Jiuyuan; Original Mind; people-oriented governance; political orientation
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