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Reciprocal Ethics: Connotations, Foundations and Practice

Gong Tianping, Hu Ying (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law )

Abstract Reciprocal ethics is an important component of the human ethical values and normative sys-
tem. Reciprocity refers to the motivation or behavior of an individual to help others, based on their own will
or interest, in order to promote the interests of others with the expectation of receiving some from of return in
the future. Reciprocal ethics denotes an ethical framework where parties in interaction put their selfish or al-
truistic preferences into action in a reciprocal manner, and each party should consciously assume an obliga-
tion to reciprocate. Reciprocal ethics mainly encompasses positive reciprocal ethics and negative reciprocal
ethics. The possibility of reciprocal ethics is based on a series of specific conditions, including behavioral ca-
pability, rational capability and empathy ability, etc. Reciprocal ethics can be stable only when properly prac-
ticed by people. Its practice mechanism mainly includes external constraints such as the social reward and
punishment system, and peer evaluation and supervision, along with internal constraints representated by indi-
viduals' inner moral self-discipline. It also requires reasonable treatment of deceivers, and reciprocal behav-
iors should not pursue goodness and evade evil at the cost of third parties.

Key words the connotations of reciprocal ethics; the possibility of reciprocal ethics; the practice of re-

ciprocal ethics
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