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The General Myth of Digital Intelligence

Wang Tianen (Shanghai University)

Abstract Marked by advancements such as ChatGPT and Sora, artificial intelligence (Al) has fully en-
tered the stage of digital intelligence development. Digital intelligence, by processing natural language and
video upon statistical models through integrating vast amounts of data into human contexts and world scenari-
os, has acquired the processing capabilities that, within the scope of the given big data, can even surpass those
of individual humans, along with an extraordinary capacity for generalization. This has led to unprecedented
advancements in the generality of Al and sparked debates about whether generative Al is on the path to artifi-
cial general intelligence(AGI), or even has already achieved generalization, thus creating a generalization
myth surrounding the development of digital intelligence. The myth stems from the extreme expansion of its
generality, while the concepts of Al generality and generalization are fundamentally incommensurable. Even
if the generality of digital intelligence continues to grow, it will not lead to the generalization of Al, which
will involve a fundamental shift between two different paradigms. The significance of digital intelligence, as
an Al operating on the level of information encoding, lies not in the generalization of Al, but in its develop-
ment of its generality, which spans from natural language to language in broader sense and from incorporat-
ing big data into human contexts to encompassing world scenarios.

Key words digital intelligence; ChatGPT; Sora; generality; generalization; artificial intelligence
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