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Understanding the Young Marx's Theory of Politics From
The Perspective of "Good Politics"

Zhang Wenxi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract People have been somewhat hesitant in locating the young Marx in the tradition of political
philosophy: he seems too political for philosophy, and yet too sensitive to the realities in current conscious-
ness for politics. The positions that Heidegger and others have assigned to Marx are determined by these two
extremes. People are content to show that practical consciousness is subject to the control of metaphysics,
while at the same time reinforcing Feuerbachian philosophy in shaping the so-called humanistic politics of
Marx. However, the relationship between politics and philosophy portrayed in Marx is not only more pro-
found and intense than in Hegel, but also more grandly unfolded. This issue cannot be tuned according to his
pursuit of the antithetical system of philosophy, but can only be attributed to his deepening of philosophized
politics and revolutionary politics. In Marx, there is an implicit question about what good politics is. A world
that rebels against an overbearing state will necessarily elevate the principle of proletarian freedom to the
height of human fulfillment. The significance of the so-called "Marx and Hegel issue" should not be reduced
to the German tradition, but sought in the search for new principles in England and France. Marx's critique of
Hegel's philosophy of law and utilitarianism shows that the realization of theory in a nation and the fulfill-
ment of that nation's requirements must avoid all metaphysical influences.

Key words Marx; politics and philosophy; Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Law

B EEEN  SKOCE, PEARR:RERSHINEEIR, PR R FH AR 8UZ, dEat 100072,
B SERE BT



